WLawHELF’m

Your Online Guide to Legal information
and
Civil Legal Services in Pennsylvania

Brought to you by:

Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network
Pennsylvania Bar Association
Legal Services Corporation
Pro Bono Net




Portal for PA Legal Information

» Referrals to free
and/or affordable
legal representation

»Legal education
materials

»Tools for self-
representation

» Connections to the
courts, law libraries
and social service
organizations
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“aour Online Guide to Legal Information and Legal Services in Pennsylvania

4= LawHelp in other states

* Referral Search | Help | Legal Aid Providers

Click on one of the topics listed below to see a list of sub-topics
containing legal information.
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Your Online Guide ta Legal Infarmation and Legal Services in Pennsylvania

Find Legal Aid Providers in
Pennsylvania by:

+ Referral Search | He

Print friendly EI

Legal Aid Providers
> Program Name Locate legal aid providers in Pennsylvania by Program Mame, Office

Location or County Served. Click on the tab below to locate providers by
one of these methods.

» Office Location - Lists .
providers located in the county program

A-C BES G-I 1L -0 P-R. Sl W2 e Al

By Office
Location

By County
Served

. B back to top
»County Served — Lists all
1 1 T Adoption Committee Birthparent Consultation Project
prOVIderS SerVIng CllentS Of the 400 Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219
412-369-2256
wiww vy achf.org
Cou nty This group does not provide legal representation in court,

AIDS Law Project of Pennsylvania

1211 Chestnut Street, Suite 600, Philadelphia, P& 19107
215-587-9377

wewwy aldslawpa.org




Legal Information Topics

Legal Information is Available in
a Number of Areas of Interest
Including:

»Consumer

» Children and Families
» Disability

»Education

»Elder Law
»Employment

»Health Law
»Housing and Shelter
» Immigration and Migrant Issues
»Public Benefits
»Military and Veterans
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Your Online Guide to Legal Information and Legal Services in Pennsylvania

4 LawHelp in other states

+ Referral Search | Help | Legal Aid Providers

Click on one of the topics listed below to see a list of sub-topics
containing legal information.
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Each Main Information Topic WLawHELB,g

iS DiVi d ed Into Rel evant Your Online Guide to Legal Information and Legal Services in Pennsylvania
Subtopics:

¢ Referral Search

[ ]
Children and Families

Click on one of the sub-topics below for legal information and referrals.

» Allows Users to Quickly
|dentify and Locate the

I = pdoption = Juveniles - Dependency and
Information They Want and s niles. |
= Child Custody
Need » Marriage, Divorce and
= Child Support and Paternity Separation
= Domestic Yiolence & Protection * Name Change

From Abuse
= Family Issues for Seniors
= Emancipation of Minors

powered by probono.net
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Listing of Legal Information wl_a'.m]—lEl_F,gpg
ReS O u rces fro m a Va‘r i ety Of Your Online Guide to Legal Information and Legal Services in Pennsylvania

Authoritative Sources: R,

Print friendly E

> PA Legal A|d Network 60+ Edaéﬁaignships, Powers of Attorney and Living Wills

Find Legal
Assistance

Court
Information

»Other Legal Aid Providers m

Information on this sub-topic grouped by the sources of the legal
inforrmation.

There are 20 resources

»Bar Associations and Other
Legal Organizations

Information from the Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network

Power of Attorney

Information about what a power of attorney is and when you should use
one

By: Pennsylvania Legal Services

»Government Agencies omer comats: D ooere

Older and Wiser SeEminars (Separate Website)
The Older & \Wiser program, piloted by Meighborhood Legal Services

> Prlvate Or anlzatlonS Association and southwestern Pennsylvania legislatars, is a public service

g initiative providing free legal information seminars on matters of special
importance to elderly adults and their families. The seminars are available
throughout southwestern Pennsylvania,




Legal Information Resources

Written Legal Information is
Presented in a Variety of

Formats -- both Specifically
Created for the Website and
from their Original Sources

»Web brochure
» Adobe PDF Documents

»External Web Pages from:
»Bar Associations
»Government Agencies
»Private Organizations

|

= LawHelp HTML Document - Windows Internet Explorer
|@, 1ttp://palawhelp.org f V| B[+ X |'-._l 0g

<z Favorites |@LawHelpHTMLDocu... |__| "5 v EJ [ M. - Page~ Safety™ Tools™
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Your Online Guide to Legal Information and Legal Services in Pennsylvania

Home > Consumer > Bankruptcy

A Guide to Bankruptcy

by: Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network, Inc.

BANKRUPTCY IS = legal proceeding in which
a person who cannot pay his or her bills can get a
fresh financial start. The right to file for bankruptcy is
provided for by federal law, and all bankruptcy cases
are handled in federal court. Therefore, it is wise to
have an attorney.

A person who files for bankruptcy is called a debtor. By
filing for bankruptcy, yvou may:

« get most or all of your bills discharged (wiped
out);

e get to keep most or all of your property which
otherwise might have been lost to creditors
(people to whom money is owed);

s get extra time to pay bills if you have regular
income.

Print Close

Search This Site

] @3

» Need Help with Your Search?

Find Legal Help On Bankruptcy

Related Resources

Personal Bankruptcy (Separate
Website)
By: Erie County Bar Association

Advantage Credit
Counseling/Consumer Credit
Counseling (Erie County) (Separate
Website)

By: Erie County Bar Association

Bankruptcy (Separate Website)
By: Community Legal Services

more...

| £

€ Internet

Y5~ H100% -~




Audio and Video Resources

WLEWHE LPx

PALawHELP.org now features Audio and Video
Resources from the Pennsylvania Legal Aid
Network and other sources.

- [=]]

ation search results for Children and Families > Custod
Help HTML Document -

e palawhelp.org ¢ ¥

£30%201/Langua ¥ | 1 | X 5 .
Windows Internet Explorer

W | @uaviiel T - B hetp/wew.velocty.net/~nwls/Media) | |7 || X pl- e * |k Page ~ ( Tools « » —
v P/ Ry-net/~nwis/Media/ ¥ Favorites | 5 (3 Work M ik Favorites @ LawHelp HTML Docu.. v Page” Safety~
Informational - e ——
o Sidbann e e e e AR & LawHelp Lega! Information | Al safetyr Tools~ @+
& @0 |G Northwestern Legal Services (NWLS... * L Page {0} Toals ~ 71 Child Custody
Protect Your: oyl o e
Informational Video Workshop
and things to M
By: Northwesterr] : : North Penn Legal Services WaRTH PERN Bernces
Northwestern Legal Services (NWLS) Media
Predatory Les (it e L - » . - " "4 This video workshop provides basic information about child custody and visitation and
Information or} NWLS posts audio and video content on various Pennsylvania poverty-law topics for informationg discusses how custody disputes can be handled through court action or through negotiation
from them. only. This content is derived from radio and televison shows that we produce. (See ~ N or mediation. (34:30)
Byt Community us|
Infor
ey:
Payday Loany
Answers to frel SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2007 About Me
By: Community Ove
B Pennsylvania Consumer Safety Issues Name: L:F:t
Refund Antici NWLS Mex By:
Information or| . z £ Location:
By: Community 7/26/07- Consumer legal issues in Pennsylvania such as cyber safety, i
identity theft, and the do-not-call list. Host - Robert Oakley, NWLS Pennsylva Nor
Pennsylvania Director; Guest - Tom Corbett, PA Attorney General. Download mp3 This information "n’}';‘r
Epsoda af No public service an disp
pennsylvania Click Player (>) twice to activate educational purp med|
(27:32) not be misconstr By
i ®» advice, and is nc 3
Guest: Tom Cd % substitute for th Gen
: cyber safety, do not call, identity the
I Labels: cyber safety, do not call, identity theft it Sen
Click on the it e
p—— posted by NWLS Media @ 8:00 AM does change, an«
2 auickly and unex ¥ o
< > Cus
Info
Consumer Pr r =
Wabsite) e (<4 . 100% By:
Excerpt from Northwestern Legal Services' “Access to Justice” cable o
access television show broadcast on Erie Cablevision (Channel 2) in Erie,

*100%
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Pro Se Document Assembly WLawHELF%rg
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| H | Document Assembly templates using
L‘ﬂm‘?‘MCTEE HotDocs technology are available to
Legal documents made simpler - ndividuals to use to prepare

documents for court:

* Pennsylvania Complaint for Custody

* Pennsylvania Petition for Modification or
Contempt of a Custody Order

* Motion to Postpone Sheriff Sale
 Debt Collection Defense Packet




Other Information Channels WLawHELF%@

Localized Information w
The information in the Find Legal LawHEL

Assistance, Court Information
and Law Library channels is

Your Online Guide to Legal Information and Legal Services in Pennsylvania

SHHome * Referral Search |

localized. Children and Families > Child Custody
Please identify your location using one of the methods indicated
You will be asked to identify your .
location by city, county or zip -
code. or, type inyour i or
| @
After selecting your location you SsESEM VY,

will be presented with the
resources of the channel relevant
to the area where you live.




Legal Aid Provider Referrals WLBWHELPW
- ..
Referrals to Legal Aid

Providers from the User’s WLawHELE,ﬂg

CO u nty | n Pal’tl C u | ar AreaS Of Your Online Guide to Legal Infarmation and Legal Services in Pensw,lll.'nia :
+* Referral Searc
the Law:

Print frizndly (o4
® s
»Pennsylvania Legal Aid

Find
Network Providers Infarmation |[ARERIN oo ...

Legal aid offices and other sources of assistance in your city or town, county
or zip code.

Click on Choose Another Location on the right to find legal assistance in other

»Other Legal Aid Providers locations.

There are 2 resources

MidPenn Legal Services (vork Office) rLsC

»Pro Bono Referral Sources vork, pa

For help, you must he:

" gt or below 125.0% of poverty level;

® MidPenn uses an asset test in determining financial eligibility, Assets
reviewed include: property, vehicles, cash, certificates of deposit, bank

accounts, stocks and bonds MidPenn has adopted the assets test used in
> LOC&' Lawyer Referral Lnited States Bankruptcy Court as approved by its Board of Directors,
P rog rams See full listing for exceptions to income reguirements.,

York County Bar Association Lawyer Referral Service
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Court Information WLawHELBm
C h an n eI Your Online Guide ta Legal Information and Legal Services in Pennsylvania

HHome + Referral Search

Print friendly E

The Court Information channel glliljdsr;“t}acil;F.'r:::ieguardianship of Children
provides localized information on
state and federal courts.

Scroll down for information about the Courts, Court Offices and Law
Libraries serving your county or zip code.

There are 30 resources

= About Pennsylvania Courts - (8)

= Pennsylvania Courts Self-Help Centers, Information and Forms - (5)
= Pennsylvania Trial Courts - (4)

= Pennsylvania Special Courts - (2)

= Pennsylvania Appeals Courts - (4)

= About U.S. Courts - (4)

= U.S. Trial Courts - (1)

= U.S. Appeals Courts - (2)




Court Information Resources

Resources Available for
Pennsylvania State
Courts:

About Pennsylvania Courts

Resources from Pennsylvania’s
Unified judicial System outlining
the operation and history of the
state court system.

WLBWHE LPx

About Pennsylvania’s Unified Judicial System (Separate website)
Pennsylvania's Unified Judicial System forms a hierarchical structure that
can best be illustrated in the form of a pyramid as illustrated here.

By: Pennsylvania's Unified Judicial System

A History of Pennsylvania’s Courts (Separate Website)

Information on the historical underpinnings of the Pennsylvania Courts
By: Pennsylvania's Unified Judicial System

Asked and Answered: Information about Pennsylvania’s Courts and
American Jurisprudence (Separate Website)

"Asked & Answered” expands on features from the Court's prior "FAQ"
page and adds much more about what is new within the judiciary and
what is topical about the judiciary.

By: Pennsylvania's Unified Judicial System

Pennsylvania’s Judicial System: A Citizen's Guide [Separate Website)

A brochure by and about Pennsylvania's court system.
By: Pennsylvania's Unified Judicial System

Judicial Qualifications, Election, Tenure, Vacancies (Separate Website)
Information on the basic reguirements which must be met before justices,
judges and district justices can be appointed or elected to their positions.
By: Pennsylvania's Unified Judicial System

Looking to the Future: The State of the Commonwealth's Courts
(Separate Website)

Information highlighting some of the Court's recent efforts and outling the
many positive initiatives are ongoing, involving hundreds of jurists, staff,
and citizens.

By: Pennsylvania's Unified Judicial System

Pennsylvania Judiciary’'s Web Application Portal (Separate Website)
This site is the Internet Home for the Court's Electronic Services (E-
Services).




Court Information Resources

Pennsylvania Courts Self
Help Centers, Information
and Forms

Links to court information
centers, online forms, and
information from local courts,
legal aid programs and third
parties on particular procedures
in local courts, such as PFA or
domestic relations actions.

WLBWHE LPx

Pennsylvania Complaint for Custody (Separate Wabsita)

This is a link to a website where you can create a "Complaint for Custody”
that you can use to start a NEW custody case. The site will ask yvou a
series of questions about your custody situation and then create a
custody complaint for YOU based on YOUR ANSWERS. This complaint can
then be printed and filed in your local court. PLEASE NOTE: This is NOT a
fill-in-the-blank form.

IMPORTANT: To use this form, you must use Internet Explorer as your
browser and Microsoft Word as your word processor.

By: Morth Penn Legal Services PLSC

Pennsylvania Petition for Modification or Contempt of a Custody Order
(Separate Website)

This is a link to a website where yvou can create a "Petition for Modification
or Contempt of a Custody Order” that can be used to ask a court to
change or enforce a custody order that is ALREADY IN EFFECT. The site will
ask you a series of questions regarding vour custody situation and
existing order and then create a petition for YOU based on YOUR
ANSWERS. This petition can then be printed and filed in vour local court.
PLEASE NOTE: This is MOT a fill-in-the-blank form.

IMPORTANT: To use this form, you must use Internet Explorer as your
browser and Microsoft Word as your word processaor.

By: Morth Penn Legal Services rLsC

Lehigh County Custody Office (Separate Website)

Information on the Child Custody Office which processes cases regarding
custody, partial custody or visitation of children.

By: Lehigh County Court of Common Pleas




Court Information Resources WLawHELF%@

Pennsylvania Trial Courts
. . . . Lehigh County Court of Common Pleas (Separate Wabsite)
L|nkS to |nf0rmat|on on the users Information on the court and related offices.

By: Lehigh County Court of Commeon Pleas website

local court and links to AOPC listing Pennsylvaia Courts of Common leas (spses sy
to contact courts, courthouses and T L T e m i

prothonotaries. |

Pennsylvania Prothonotaries (Separate websita)
Telephone numbers of Pennsylvania Protonotary Offices
By: Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts

Pe nn Sy I Van | a Sp eC | al CO u rtS County Court House Information (Separate Website)

A listing of addresses and phone numbers for all of the county
courthouses in Pennsylvania.

LinkS tO information On the userls By: Pennsylvania's Unified Judicial System

local magisterial district jUStiCGS and _

other special courts and the AOPC's _ o o
. . . . . . . Lehigh County District Justices & Magisterial Districts (Separate Website)
magisterial district justice finder; St sl el e 6 g

Pennsylvania Magisterial District Judges (5zparate Websita)
Locate a Magisterial District Judges by Magisterial District Judges Name,

Pennsylvania Appeals Courts St S Ly
Links to the websites of
Pennsylvania's appellate courts.

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania (5eparate Website)




Court Information Resources WLawHELF%@

Resources Available for
Pennsylvania Federal
CO u rtS : About The U.S. Courts (Separate Website)

Information on the U.S. Courts and their function in the federal

government.
By: The Federal Judiciary - U.5. Courts

Frequently Asked Questions (Separate Website)

A b 0 u t U S CO u rtS Frequently aske questions about the operation of the U.S. Courts.
. . By: The Federal Judiciary - U.5. Courts

Resources from the Federal Court Fees (Separate Website]

Information on fees charged by the U.S. Courts.
By: The Federal Judiciary - U.5. Courts

Judiciary website outliningthe || " " 77

U.S. Courts Forms (Separate Website)

operation of the federal court Forms available from the Federal Judiciary web site.
system.




Court Information Resources WLawHELF%@

U.S. Trial Courts

Links to the user's local federal
d IStrICt COU rt. United States Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of

Pennsylvania (Separate Website)
Court website

U.S. Special Courts | N N |
LInkS to SpeCIal Courts (SUCh aS E%E%%;%t%?}i?mm Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania

bankruptcy) serving the user's ||
district. (us.Appealscourts

Supreme Court of the United States (Separate Website)
Court website. This is the highest federal appeals court.

U.S. Appeals Court
Links to the U.S. Supreme Court '

and the Court of Appeals for the

Third Circuit which serves all of

Pennsylvania.




Court Information Resources WLawHELF%@

H Children and Families >
Custody and Guardianship of Children

Local Law Library
Information

Lehigh County Law Library
The public law library serving the Lehigh Valley community has an
extensive print and electronic collection focused on Pennsylvania law.

Other Formats: Separate Website

The Law Library channel S

provides information on law
libraries serving the user's et oo

location including information on: e S Tty 0 am. o 00 .

Directions
From Route 22 East or West, take 7th Street south exit and continue south on
7th Street to Hamilton Street. Turn left onto Hamilton Street at the monument
circle. Continue east on Hamilton Street. The law library is on the 4th floor of

- the ?new? Lehigh County Courthouse is located at the corner of 5th Street
Locatl O n and Hamilton Street in downtown Allentown. Please note: There are three

courthouses at that intersection. The new county courthouse is the large pink

marble building directly across from the Post Office. Parking is on the street
and metered.

Hours of Operation ______________________________________________________________________

Contact information

Lending policies e

Lehigh County Law Library
455 W. Hamilton Street

SerV|CeS Offered by the I|brary Allentown, PA 18101

Phone 610-782-3385

Web site http://www.lccpa.org/courtadmin/lawlibrary.nex

Li n k to | i b rary We bS ites Email loreleibroskey@lehighcounty.com
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Some Information is Available o
in Different Languages:

SHome * Referral Search |

Foreign Languages

> Forelgn Language Materlal The following is a list of resources in foreign languages, Click on the resource

title to view the complete article,

Grouped Together Off Link on
Every Page

Veterans and Military

Beneficios Federales para los Yeteranos y sus Dependientes [PDF] .@

(Separate Website)

. . La versidn en Espafiol de el folleto "Beneficios Federales para los Veteranos v

> Forel n Lan ua e Materlal sus Dependientes”, el cual explica la variedad de beneficios dispanibles para
g g g los veteranos v sus dependientes, se encuentra disponible en versidn PDF al

presionar agui.

Integrated Into Regular Resource 6y: U1 Depariment of Vaterans Afars

Read this in: English

Listings |

GovBenefits.gov En Espanol (Separate website)
GovBenefits.goy es un servicio por Internet que le ayudara a encontrar los

beneficios del gobierno a los gue usted puede tener derecho,
By: GowBenefits.gov, a partnership of many Federal agencies and arganizations

Read this in: Enaglish







Document Assembly

Tour of the Use
of a
Document Assembly
Template




About us | Feedback | News -
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Your Online Guide to Legal Information and Legal Services in Pennsylvania

S Home * Referral Search | Help | Legal Aid Providers

print friendly &k Search This Site

| |

P Need Help with Your

Children and Families >

Child Custody Search?
You Are Viewing
Find Legal Assistance Court Information Information Relating to this
Location:
PA

b Choose Another Location

There are 32 resources Page 1 of 2 [ Choose another topic:

b Child Support and

Pennsylvania Complaint for Custody (Separate Website) SEIEETIE;
This custody form is for PARENTS only. Click this link to go to a website P Domestic Violence &
where you can create a "Complaint for Custody” that you can use to start Protection From Abuse
a NEW custody case. The site will ask you a series of questions about b Emancipation of Minors
your custody situation and then create a custody complaint for YOU based b Familv I pop—
on YOUR ANSWERS. This complaint can then be printed and filed in your AT S SIES DT CNIONS
local court. PLEASE NOTE: This is NOT a fill-in-the-blank form. P Juveniles: Child Abuse,
Dependency and
IMPORTANT: To use this form, you must use Internet Explorer as your Delinguency
browser and Microsoft Word as your word processor. b Marriage, Divorce and
By: North Penn Legal Services *LSC ) Separation

bk Marma (_"h]:unna
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LawHelp Interactive
L‘ﬂ JIE@MﬂE!P Documents for PA

Legal documents made simpler

The documents listed below are available for your use from LawHelp Interactive.

LawHelp Interactive is a web site that helps people create legal documents. You will be asked questions,
and your answers are used to complete the document which you can then download to your computer.

These documents have been specially developed by North Penn Legal Services for use in
Pennsylvania. Click on the title of the document you want to create to be taken to LawHelp Interactive.

Pennsylvania Complaint for Custody

This custody form is for PARENTS only. This form will create a Complaint for Custody that you can
use to start a NEW custody case. You will be asked a sernies of questions about yvour custody
situation. After answenng all the questions you can submit the answers and create a custody
complaint for YOU based on YOUR ANSWERS. This complaint can then be printed and filed in your
local court. PLEASE NOTE: This is NOT a fill-in-the-blank form.

Pennsylvania Petition for Modification or Contempt of a



OLE

Ve LawHelp Interactive | Complaint for Custody or Visitation - Wind... [ |[B]X]

6@.'1 mlhttps:_._.Iawhelpinteractive.c-rg_.Ingin_ v 5 |E||E| '::' Google |P *|
- Page~ Safety~ Tools~ W~ ”

i.¢ Favorites |E| LawHelp Interactive | Compl... |_ Li ~ B =] oy

INTERACTIVE
Legal documents made simpler

Sign Up Log In Help Email Us

Welcome to LawHelp Interactive
“fou can use this site to create the documsents you selected. This is a fres sarvice.

% Get Started r You can also... R

[§ sign Up to Save Your Work

m Complaint for Custody or Visitation for Pennsylvania
/7 Already Signed Up? Log In

m This form starts a custody case in Pennsylvania.
This form is appropriate OMLY for custody cases in k )
which the only two parties involved are the Mather

and Father of the children.

Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | About | Email Us

LawHelp Interactive is supported by

f1SC SJI ~ordocs
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Complaint for Custody or Visitation

NPLS

MOokTH PENN LECAL SEMVICES

v. 2008-09-30, Morth Penn Legal Services

Click the "Mext” button below to start

[H_First | ][4 Previous ][ Next §|[#] [ Last M| IFinishEﬂ
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Complaint for Custody or Visitation
Information you will need

Befare you get started, here are some tips on what to expect. ..

You will be asked a series of questions to get all the information for your custody case.
It may seem like a lot of questions, but all the questions are necessary.

Check if you want to see a list of information you will need:

[Jto file for custody or visitation
[Jto file your legal papers for free

Ee prepared to spend 20 - 60 minutes answering the questions.

To send questions or comments about any technical problems with these forms, click the button below:

[ Chick frmre to mend questions or comments ]

[To come back to this page at any time during this session to report a problem, click FIRST at the bottom of the screen.)

[M_First [#][4 Previous || nNext ][] [ Last M]|[Finish Iﬂ_||

||
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powered By probono.net

Complaint for Custody or Visitation
Finished document

Your legal papers may be as many as 25 pages long.
Bz sure you have enocugh money with you, if you have to pay for copies.
%ou will be able to print your legal documents, or save them [to your hard drive or a disk.)

If you run out of time or den't know all the answers to the questions, you can still save the answers you've already given, so you can come
back and finish your document later.

Your answers will be saved on this web site for 60 days.

[M_First |[#]|[dPrevious || Next  b|[#] [ Last M| [Finish Iﬂj|
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: ==t News
E /= https://npado.org/template_answers?template_id=template.2008-05-21.3945716065 - Windows Internet Explorer = |I:||| —
._:- — == D

2 https://npado.org/get_interview?template_id=template.2008-05-21.3945716065

o~

Automated Documents Online T

you are not logged in e

PA Complaint for Custody or Visitation
Verification

REMEMEBER.: You are preparing legal documents for filing with the court.

When yvou sign your name on the finished document, you will be swearing or affirming, under penalty of perjury, that the
information is true.

So make sure your answers are honest and accurate.

MNow you're ready to start.

M First | [#][dPrevious |[ Next p|[®] [ Last M]|[ Finish E‘]]|
< | *
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Legal documents made simpler

Complaint for Custody or Visitation
Mother or Father
This Complaint for Custody is appropriate for PARENTS ONLY,

How are you related to the children?
*

' mother
=) father

[M_First |4 ]|[4Previous || nNext ][] [ Last M| |Finl5hlﬂ||
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VW%
- powered by probono.net
Complaint for Custody or Visitation HE EErm

For Parents Only

This form is not for everyone, ¥ou must answer the following questions to see if this form is appropriate for your situation,
Have the children always lived with you or their mother?

i¥es O No

Do you and the children's mother live together?

Oves ONo

Do you know the exact address where the children's mother lives?

{:}‘v'r_‘: {:‘-Nu

Are you and the mother are both adults [18 years old or older)?

Oves ONo

Hawve the children lived in the county where you want te file this Complaint for & months or more?

1vwes ' No

[M_First |4 |[4dPrevious || nNext ][] [ Last M]|[Finish Iﬂ_||

| [ *
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Complaint for Custody or Visitation
Select the county where your custody case will be filed:

W
Elk ~

Erie

Fayette

Forest

Franklin

Fultan

Eireene

Huntington

Indiana

Jeffersan

Juniata

Laclawanna

Lancaster

Lawrence

Lebanan

Luzerne L
Lycoming 5
McKean
Mercer
Mifflin
Monroe
Montgomery
Montour |_Last M| [Finish Iﬂ_l|
|Morthamptan

< EE:tquumherland " | 3
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Complaint for Custody or Visitation
Your Information

Give the following information about yourself:

First name Middle name or initial

aaaaaaaaaa

Last name

Fred .

|II}-:||=_l

Street number and name

[Ir./Sr.fetc.)

|123 Main Street

City State

Zipcode

|Bethlehem | |P|=_-nn51,f|\.rania

County of residence [select "Other" if you live cutside Pennsylvania)
| Lehigh v

Your marital status is:

|18018

O single or widowed

Oy married and living together
=) married but separated

O divorced

[M_First |[#]|[4Previous || Next  b|[#]

| Last M| [Finish Iﬂj|
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Liegal documenis mada sirmpler

Complaint for Custody or Visitation
Additional information about yvourself

Give the following additional information about wourself:
Date of birth ([EXAMPLE: "11/24/1968")

112/3/1570 =

Home phone Waork phone: Cell or other phone
[555) 555-1212 | | | | |

Mame of your attorney

\(none) |

Attorney's phone

|[I'IIZII'IE] |

Do you need an interpreter?

(D ¥es @ No

(M _First [4]|[4Previous || Next  #|[W] [ Last M| [Finish Iﬂj|
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Complaint for Custody or Visitation

Person you are suing
The person you are suing is called the "Defendant."

First name Middle name or initial Last name
\Mally | M. | |Doe

Ir./Sr./etc.
| w

Street number and name

|55? Center Ave, |
City State Zipcode

\Bethlehem | |P|=_-nn51,f|\.rania W 18018 |

County of residence [select "Other" if she lives outside Pennsylvania)
| Lehigh v
The child's mother is:

O single or widowed

) married and living together
= married but separated

O divarced

[M_First |4 |[4Previous || Next  b|[#] [ Last M]|/[Finish Iﬂj|
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Legal documants rmadcs simpler

Complaint for Custody or Visitation
Opposing party additional information
Give the following additional information about Molly M. Doe:

Date of birth (EXAMPLE: "11/24/1968")
11/23/1977 =

Home phone Work phone

f’ https://lawhelpinteractive. nrgfgrnupsfPA-NnrthPennLS!template 20...
@ https:  lawhelpinteractive.org groups Fa-1h -

Cell or other phone

Employer's name

Attorney's name

Attorney's phone

[M_First |4 |[dPrevious |[ Next  b|[#]

| Last M| | Finish Iﬂj|
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Complaint for Custody or Visitation
+471: Jill

Give the following information about EACH CHILD who will be the subject of this custody case, List the children one by one,

First name Middle name or initial Last name
3ill | |, | |Doe
Ir.fSr.fetc,
| v
Date of birth [EXAMPLE: "6/13/1998")
|3/12/2001 |5
Were you and the mother married at the time this child was born?
®ves ONo
To add another child, click NEXT.
When you are finished, click the NEXT button twice,
| 4 A0 Anomer |
[M_First [ 4|4 Previous || nNext  b|[#] [ Last M| |Finishlﬂj|
W
< >
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Complaint for Custody or Visitation
T Type of Custody or Visitation

How much contact with the child do you want?

i_! custody (the child is with you most, or at least half, of the time)
(=1 partial custody (the child stays or visits with you sometimes, maybe overnight)
iwisitation (the child wisits with you but only in the presence of the other parent)

[M_First | 4[4 Previous || Next  b|[#]

| _Last M| |Finish Iﬂ_l|
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Lizgal documents maoe simplar

Bl Complaint for Custody or Visitation

Children’s present address

Where does the child live now?

Chwith you
“ with Maolly M, Doe

When did the child mowve te 567 Center Ave.?
Manth Year

| March v| |zo01 v

Who else lives there besides the child's mother? List their names and relationship to the child.

[M_First [ 4|4 Previous || nNext  b|[w] [ Last M]||[Finish Iﬂj|
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Complaint for Custody or Visitation
People who live with you

Do you live with anyone at the present time?

ves @ No

[M_First [ #][4 Previous || nNext  b|[ %]

| Last M| | Finish Iﬂj|
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Legal documents made simpler

Complaint for Custody or Visitation
People who live with Defendant

Besides the children, does Maolly M, Doe live with anyone else at the present time?

O¥es (®No

[M_First || [dPrevious || next ][ W]

[ Last M| | Finish Iﬂ_||
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Legal docummsnis made sdrmpler

Complaint for Custody or Visitation
Other court cases

Has there ever been any other court case involving CUSTODY of the child?

2¥es (Mo

Is there a current CHILD SUPPORT [Domestic Relations) arder?
Diwes E Mo

Has the Office of Children and Youth Services ever been involved with anyone in this custody case?

OYes (©No

[M_First |4 |[4Previous || nNext ][]

| _Last M| [Finish Iﬂ_l|
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Complaint for Custody or Visitation
Reasons for request

My request for custody or visitation is in the best interests of the child because .. [please complete)

I want my agreed to summer vacation with Jill, Mother will not agree to a date when I am not out of town for works,

MOTE: Please make your answer brief. List the most important facts anly.

[M_First [ #][4d Previous || nNext  b|[#] [ Last M||[Finish Iﬂj|
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Legal documents mace Srmpher

Complaint for Custody or Visitation
Mediation
In Lehigh County, MEDIATION is required for most parents.

"Mediation"” is a session where parents meet with a professional mediator wheo tries to help the parents come to an agreement about what
custody arrangement would be best for the children. This session is for the parents only; no lawyers are allowed. In some circumstances,
however, this process is skipped, & "custody conference" with a Custody Hearing Officer is scheduled instead.

“our answers to the questions on the following screens will determine whether mediation is necessary in your case.

[M_First [4]|[4dPrevious |[ yext  p|[w] [ Last M||[Finish Iﬂj|
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Complaint for Custody or Visitation
Mediation questions

*1Is either of the parents in jail somewhere outside Lehigh County?

MOTE: This dees NOT include Lehigh County Prison, or work-release programs or halfway houses in Lehigh County.
O¥es (' No

Y

Co you or the other parent live more than 1-1/2 hours from &llentown?

MOTE: The time it takes you can depend on what kind of transportation you use - car, bus, etc,
1Wes [ No

F

Has either parent currently have a habit of using illegal drugs, or drinking, excessively?

EXAMPLES: Getting arrested for drunk driving or drug possession, missing work because of drinking or doing drugs, getting drunk ar high
on a regular basis

¥es @' No

*

Is either parent is seriously mentally ill or retarded?
MOTE: "Seriously" mentally ill means the parent has noticeable effects of mental illness, despite medication or treatment.

¥es @' No

[M_First |4 |[4Previous |[ next  p|[#] [ Last M|/[Finish I_-,-_’J||
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Complaint for Custody or Visitation
History of abuse

Has there ever been serious abuse by ane parent against the other, or against the child?

MOTE: "Serious" means bad enough to cause lasting injuries or trauma. "Abuse" includes physical, mental or sexual abuse.
Oves @No

[M_First | 4[4 Previous || Next  b|[#]

| _Last M| |Finish Iﬂ_l|
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Complaint for Custody or Visitation

Mediation or Conference

Your case will be scheduled for MEDIATION, Please be sure to read INFORMATION ABOUT MEDIATION which will be printed with the
rest of your documents,

MOTE: If you believe that you should not have to go to mediation {regardless of your answers to the previous gquestions), you can ask the
Custody Hearing Office when you go to file your papers, if your case can be scheduled for a conference instead. But remember that most
parents are expected to go to mediation,

[M_First [ ]|[4Previous || next ][] | Last M| |Finish Iﬂ_||
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Complaint for Custody or Visitation

Filing Fee
There is a fee of about $£160 to file a custody case in Lehigh County.

If you cannot afford to pay this fee, you can ask the Court to let you file for free.

To do so, you will have to tell the Court about your financial situation.
[This means listing your income, expenses, savings, property, etc.)

Checl ane:

I want the Court to let me file for free, and am willing te give information about my financial situation.
=1 am able to pay the filing fee.

[M_First |4 ]|[4Previous || nNext ][] [ Last M| |Finishlﬂ||
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Complaint for Custody or Visitation
Finished !

You have now finished the interview for filing the documents you've chosen,

Click "FIMISH" to send your documents to your word processor, where you can print or save them,
Click "PREVIOUS" to go back and review your answers,

Once your documents are sent to your word processor,

Check them for accuracy.

You can make revisions like any other word processing documents,
Be sure to spell-check 1!

[M_First | 4[4 Previous || Next  b|[#] [ Last M]/| Finish Iﬂ_||
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Legal documents made simpler

powered by probono.net

Sign Up Log In Help

Done answering questions?

Now g=t your document, save your amswers, or go Dadk o the questions.
MNabe: LawHelp Int=ractive doss mot file your form for you, You must prnt and file it yours=I.

Important!
Wih=n you are done=, dose= all of your Brow==r's windows. I you do not, other peopl=
may == wihat forms you fill=d cut. Make =ur= o g=t or =-mail your dooument Belore=

you clome your Browssr.

Y¥ou can also. ..

. Get Your Document

Click the button below to download your document. E] Sawve Your AnNSwers I

Get Document 'ﬁ Go Back To Questions

Was this helpful? Let us knowern.,

Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | About | Email Us

Law Help Intemdctiee i=s support=d by

LLSC SJI -ordocs
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Do you want to open or save this file? powered by probono.net

i In Hey
Eeni anbas Name: 2010-09-13-9906751637.rtf
D . ot Type: Rich Text Format, 351KB
ane answerin ue
a4 From: lawhelpinteractive.org
MNow get your document, =aw=

Mote: LawHalp Intaractive does
CRR. [ Open [[ Save ]

Whe=n you ar= done, do== all of W
may === what forms you fill=d cuwl)
you clos= your Brows=r.

While files from the Intemet can be useful, some files can potertially
ham your computer. f you do not trust the source, do not open or =

.~ Get Your Docun| @ save this file. What '« the risk? |

LM’ 'ﬁ Go Back To Questions

Was thisx helpful? Let us know.

Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | About | Email Us
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A Save As

Legal documents
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MNoabe: LawHelp Interacthne doss
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The following pages are the legal documents vou produced on the
MNational Legal Services Document Assembly Server.

BEFORE PRINTING this file:
CHECK YOUR SPELLING on every page.
Also, CHECK to be sure that the PAGES DIVIDE where they should.
CHECK to be sure the information is CORRECT.
This 1s a Microsoft Word file which can be saved onto a hard drive or disk.
¥ou can make changes, if vou wish, just like any other Microsoft Word file.
It is generallv a good idea to save this file, at least until after vour legal papers are filed.
If this file does not contain the documents you expected,

or if there is a problem with the documents,
send your comments or questions to CustodvFormsfnorthpennlegal org.

These forms were produced by North Penn Legal Services, Inc.




HOW TOFILE YOUR LEGAL DOCUMENTS mm LEHIGH COUNTY
NOTE: After filing vour papers, you must also SERVE them.
See next page for service instructions.

Name of documents: Complaint for Custody

Sign: Sign and date each document where your signature is indicated.
These documents are now called the "originals "
{Do not sign on lines where a "J." 1s below the line. That is where the

Judge will sign your papers.)

Make copies: Make 4 copies of each document before going to the courthouse (The
court staff will not make copies for youw.)

Staple: Look at the papers vou printed very carefully - there are actually
several different documents printed out together. To assemble each
document, group the pages with the same name in the lower right
hand corner together, making sure the pages are in numerical order.
Then staple each document in the top left commer.

Where to go: Lehigh County Courthouse
455 West Hamilton Street
Allentown, PA 18101

What to take with you: All your signed copies; $ 150 (filing fee)

Follow the steps below:
1. First go to: Custody Hearing Office
Room 729 (Seventh Floor)

2 The receptionist will: Take your original documents to the Custody Hearing Officer
for signatures AND assign a date and time for your mediation
5255101,
(Wait for vour papers to be given back to vou.)

i Then take the papers to:  Civil Clerk's Office

Room 132 (First Floor)
4. Hand the clerk: The original documents and all copies; § 150 (filing fae)
5 Tell the clerk: You want all the copies "time-stamped"” and that vou will be

serving the papers yourself. The Clerk will keep the original
papers and give the copies back to you.

6. SERVE the papers: According to the instructions on the next page. — — —

B uss.os N4 BSOS



HOW TO SERVE YOUR LEGAL DOCUMENTS
NOTE: you must file vour documents at the courthouse,
hefore vou serve them on the other parent.

What the word "serve"” means: "Serve" means to deliver copies of your cowrt documents -
by mail or in person - to the person you are suing.
Who should be served: Molly M. Doe
What needs to be served: 2 copies of each document
When do the papers need to be served: At least ten (107 days before the
mediation session
Supplies vou'll need: 2 business size envelopes (4" x 9-1/2" or larger)
About $10.00 for postage
How do I serve the papers: These instructions will give you the information you need

to serve Molly M. Doe by certified mail, return receipt
requesied, resiricted delivery and regular mail. It is possible to also serve the
Defendant by having someone besides yvourself hand a copy of the papers to her
personally, but it is a good idea to first try to serve the papers by mail.

1. Take the 2 copies of each document, envelopes and $10.00 to your local post office.

2 Address each of the 2 envelopes to Molly M Doe, with your name and address as the
return address. (If your address is confidential because of abuse by Molly M. Doe, usea
return address of someone who can be trusted to give you the mail if it is refurned or
unclaimed.)

Put one set of documents in each envelope and seal.
4. Tell the postal clerk that one envelope is to be sent by certified mail, return receipt

requested, restricted delivery: and the second envelope is to be sent by regular mail
{The postal clerk will give you certified mail slips to fill out.)

5. Ask the postal clerk for receipts for both envelopes. (The certified mail receipt is green
and white; the "Certificate of Mailing" for the regular mail will cost $.90.)

6. Keep the receipts in a safe place and take them with you to the mediation session to prove
vou sent the legal documents to Molly M. Doe. Also, if the green certified mail receipt or
either of the envelopes is returned to you, take them along to court too.

7. If the mail is not accepted by Molly M. Doe, go to your mediation session anyway, and
they'll tell you what to do next.

B uss.os N4 BSOS



PREPARING FOE YOUR MEDIATION SESSION
Lehigh County:

Co-Parenting Education Program (COPE)
Read through the information at the end of the Complaint concerning the Co-Parenting Program;
Fill out the Co-Parenting registration form on your copy of the Complaint and mail it in.

{Remember you are required, if at all possible, to attend the COPE program no later than
60 days after filing your complaint or petition.)

Filing proof of service:
Fill in the "Certificate of Service” with the information concerning when vou mailed the legal

documents to Molly M. Doe, and whether any of the mail or receipts was returned to you.

You may either: Fill out the blank form printed out with your other legal
documents,
Or: o to the "Children and Families" section of www.palawhelp.org

and prepare yvour Certificate of Service on-line.
File the "Certificate of Service" any time before your appearance in court. (There is no charge )
Mail receipts:
Take the green-and-white sender's receipt for the certified mail with vou to court, along with any

other receipt or envelope you get back in the mail. (This will help in case Molly M. Doe
deoes not show up for the mediation session.)

Find out more about custody law in Pennsylvania:
Go to the "Children and Families" section of www.palawhelp.org and read the
information available on the web site.
Watch the video "Child Custody and Visitation"”, produced by North Penn Legal Services
and awvailable at each North Penn Legal Services office.

For problems with these forms: Contact CustodvF orms@northpennlegal org

Sometimes the law and procedures change.
North Penn Legal Services cannot promise that this mformation is always up-to-date and correct.
We provide this mformation as a public service. Itis not legal advice.
Always consult a lawyer, if you can, before taking legal action.
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

CIVIL DIVISION
FRED F. DOE
123 Main Street Docket No.
Bethlehem PA 18018 (Issued at time of filing)
Related cases
Total No. of Plaintiffs 1

vs Jury Trial Demanded [ Yes O No
MOLLY M. DOE To be listed for Arbitration [ Yes [J No
567 Center Ave.
Bethlehem, PA 18018 Nore: A civil action Is fo be listed for Arbiiration

unless (1) the amount in controversy exceeds

850,000 exclusive of interest and costs or (2) the

Total No. of Defendants 1 case involves title to real property.
CIVILFAMILY COURT COVER SHEET

CIVIL ACTION CASE TYPE PETITIONS
*Declaration of Taking/Eminent Domain Confirm/Vacate Arbitration Award
*Ejectment Elections
*Mortgage Foreclosure Other
*Quiet Title
*Other action effecting property F.Aﬁﬁmﬂzmr CASE TYPE
Vehicle Accident: Date i e
A ﬁgﬂd Custody/Visitation
Bone Screw/Plate Dimr::réiu &
Breach of Contract
Breast I:u 13; & Alimony/Spousal Support
*E quity P Alimony pendente lite, atty. fees, costs
Preliminary Injunction . Yes . No %ﬂ g::smd}'wmmm
Medical Professional Liability s ke .

; e uitable DistributionPro Rights
Premises Liability o othi‘[l perty Righ
Product Liability
Professional Liability *Parcel Identification Number Required

{Profession)
Replevin
Other
APPEALS Attorney/Pro Se Name:

*Assessment
*Zoning/Subdivision
District Justice

[ Supersedeas: Tenant pays into court
three months rent or amount in arrears
[ Other

FRED F. DOE

Signature:

Supreme Court ID No.

Address: 123 Main Street

Bethlehem, PA 18018

Talanharma & Favr Wi~
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL ACTION - LAW

FRED F. DOE,
Plaintiff
v.

MOLLY M. DOE,
Defend ant

R
=
=]

ORDEFR OF COURT

You, MOLLY M. DOE, Defendant, have been sued in court to obtain custody, partial
custody or visitation of the child: JILL I DOE
You are ordered to appear in person at the Lehigh County Courthouse, 455 West

Hamilton Street, Allentown, Pennsylvania, on L, 200
at .m., for a mediation session. Report to the Custody Hearing Office, Room 729
(7th Floor).

If vou fail to appear as provided by this order, an order for custody, partial custody or
visitation may be entered against yvou or the court may issue a warrant for yvour arrest.

YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS PAPER TO YOUR LAWYER AT ONCE. IF YOU DO
NOTHAVE ALAWYER GO TO OR TELEPHONE THE OFFICE SET FORTH BELOW.
THIS OFFICE CAN PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMATION ABOUT HIRING A LAWYER.
IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO HIRE A LAWYER, THISOFFICE MAY BE ABLE TO
PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMATION ABOUT AGENCIES THAT MAY OFFER LEGAL
SERVICES TO ELIGIBLE PERSONS AT A REDUCED FEE OR NO FEE.

Lehigh County Lawver Referral Service
1114 Walnut Street
Allentown, PA 18102
(610) 433-7004
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NOTICE:
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990

The Court of Common Pleas of Lehigh County is required by law to comply with
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. For information about accessible facilities and
reasonable accommodations available to disabled individuals having business before the Court,
please contact the Court Administrator's Office, Room 604, Lehigh County Courthouse, Fifth
and Hamilton Streets, Allentown, PA 18101, (610) 820-3014. All arrangements must be made at
least 72 hours prior to any hearing or business before the Court.

BY THE COURT:

B uss.os N4 BSOS



IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL ACTION - LAW

FRED F. DOE,

V.

MOLLY M. DOE,
Defend ant

et T Pt et et
Z
o

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT

The above-captioned custody case has been scheduled for a mediation orientation session
in response to the filing of the enclosed pleading.

Pennsylvania law provides that no party shall be required to mediate if either party
or any child had been the subject of domestic violence or child abuse within 24 months
preceding the filing of a custody action. If you and/or your child has been such a victim
and yvou desire not to attend mediation, yvou must complete and file a Domestic Violence
Waiver Form within seven (7) days of your receipt of this Notice. A custody conference
will then be scheduled in place of the mediation orientation session.

If you wish to bypass the mediation orientation session and request the scheduling of
a custody conference for any reason other than domestic violence, you may complete and
file a Petition to Bypass Mediation Orientation within seven (7) days of your receipt of this
Notice and then present your Petition to the Court.

FORMS AND INSTRUCTIONS ARE AVAILABLE in the Cusiody Office
Room 729, Lehigh County Courthouse, 455 West Hamilton Street, Allentown, PA 15101
(610) 782-3390.
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL ACTION - LAW

FRED F. DOE,

V.

MOLLY M. DOE,
Defend ant

et T Pt et et
Z
o

COMPLAINT FOR PARTIAL CUSTODY

1. Plaintiff s FRED F. DOE, who resides at 123 Main Street Bethlehem, Lehigh
County, PA 18018,

2. Defendant s MOLLY M. DOE, who resides at 567 Center Ave., Bethlehem, PA
18018.

£ H Plaintiff seeks partial custody of the following child:

MName Age Was child born
out of wedlock?
JILL . DOE 7 years No

4. The child is presently in the custody of Defendant who resides at 567 Center Ave. |

Bethlehem, PA 18018.
5. During the past five years, the child has resided with the following persons and at

the following addresses:

From To Addvess With whom

MAR_ 2001 (Still living 367 Center Ave. Defendant, mother; No
there) Bethlehem, PA 18018 one

8. The mother of the child is currently residing at 567 Center Ave., Bethlehem PA
18018. She is separated.

7. The father of the child is currenty residing at 123 Main Street, Bethlehem PA
18018. He 1s separated.
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8 The relationship of Plaintiff to the child is father Plainfiff currently resides with the
following persons:
Name Relationship to Plaintiif
(Mone)

a9 The relationship of Defendant to the child is mother. Defendant currently resides

with the following persons:
Name Relationship to Defendant
JILL . DOE child

10. Plaintiff has not paricipated as a party or witness, or in another capacity, in other
litigation concerning the custody of the child in this or another court

11, Plaintiff has no information of a custody proceeding concerning the child pending in
a court of this Commonwealth or any other state.

12. Plaintiff does not know of a person not a party to the proceedings who has physical
custody of the child or claims to have custody or visitation rights with respect to the child.

13, The best interest and permanent welfare of the child will be served by granting the
relicf requested becausce I want my agreed to summer vacation with Jill. Mother will not agrec to
a date when I am not out of town for worl.

14, Each parent whose parental rights to the child have not been terminated and the
person who has physical custody of the child have been named as parties to this action

15, Plaintiff has been advised of the requirement to attend the Co-Parent Education
Program ("COPE") and has received a copy of the Local Court Rule requiring attendance at the
program and a registration form. Defendant will be provided with a copy of the Local Court
Rule requiring attendance at the Co-Parent Education Program and a registration form.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff requests the Court to grant partial custody of the child to Plamntiff.

FRED F. DOE, Plaintiff
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Verification
I. FRED F. DOE, Plaintiff, verify that the facts stated in the foregoing Complaint are true

and correct to the best of my kmowledge, information and belief. Petitioner understands that

false statements therein are subject to the penalties of 18 Pa. C.S A §4904 relating to unsworn
falsification to authorities.

Date:

FRED F. DOE, Plaintiff
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PLEASE READ.
Information About Required Parenting Class ("COPE")
(to be completed within 60 days)

Lehigh County Local Court Rule 191519 Co-parent education program.

(a) All parties to divorce, custody, and other domestic relations actions, excluding
domestic violence, contempt, and support actions, where the interests of children under the age
of 18 years are involved, shall complete a program entitled the “Co-Parent Education Program™,
hereinafter referred to as “COPE™.

(b) The moving party shall register for and attend COPE within sixty (60) days of
filing an applicable action. The responding party shall register for and attend COPE within sixty
(607 days of service of the applicable pleading.

{c) The moving party shall serve upon the responding party, with the applicable
pleading, a copy of this rule and a registration form. Copies of this rule and registration forms
for COPE shall be available at the office of the clerk of courts, and the child custody office.

{d}  Payment of a fee established by the court is required for participation in COPE
and must be submitted with the registration form. Any request for waiver or reduction of the fee
shall be presented to the custody conforencc/hearing officer or forwarded with the registration
form along with verification of eligibility for social security disability benefits or cash public
assistance benefits, a verified affidavit of indigence, or other proof of financial hardship. Fees
will not be accepted at the COPE session. Any request for an extension of time to complete
COPE shall be made to Family/Divorce Services, P.O. Box 318, Trexlertown, PA 18087 (tel.
610-366-8868), or to such other place as the court shall direct.

{g) No final custody hearing shall be held or divorce decree granted in an applicable
case until both parties have completed COPE, unless this requirement is waived by a judge or by
the custody conference'hearing officer for good cause shown. Applications for waiver shall
initially be presented to the custody conference’hearing officer.

(f) Failure to comply with this order may result in the dismissal of the action, striking
of pleadings, or other appropriate action including sanctions for contempt.
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2008 CO-PARENT EDUCATION PROGRAM REGISTRATION FORM
READ ALL INFOEMATION

The COPE program is provided by Family/Thvorce Services, Trexlertown. Call 610-366-8868,
with any questions and REGISTEE. BY MAIL ONLY (see below).

The Program is held in Room 803 of the Lehigh County Courthouse, 455 Hamilton Street,
Allentown. Security is provided by the Sheriff's Department.

Choose a Saturday moming of 2 Wednesday evening session. You must attend within 60 days of
filing or receiving a divorce/custody complaint. The cost of the program is $35 per party. If you
receive Social Security Disability benefits or cash assistance for vourself from DPW, include
verification of this with your registration below and vour fee will be waived.

An adult who resides with a party or a relative who provides substantial child care may attend
with you, free of charge, if registered below as a GUEST. Other guests will pay $15 guest fee.

A videotape to view and refurn is available ONLY to parties who reside more than 90 minutes
driving time from Allentown. See registration form below and order the video only if yvou

qualify.

Register at least 7 days before you plan to attend. Confirmations are NOT sent. Come to the
class you choose. Children shall NOT be brought to the courthouse.

Be prompt. Doors are locked when the class starts. Latecomers must reschedule. In case of a
snowstorm, a message will be at 610-366-8868 when a decision 15 made to cancel.

PAREING is available between 4% and 5% on Linden Street, in a county lot behind the prison.

REGISTER BY MAIL ONLY. Select a date, complete the form and mail it with check or
money order to: Family/Divorce Service, P.O. Box 318, Trexlertown, PA 18087,

Docket number of divorce or custody case: -FC- Docket number MUST be
included in for attendance credit. Only "FC” (Family Court) docket numbers are correct.
Your Name:
Address: City State Zip
Guest (name and relationship to child)
Your phone: Home Worlk

Select either a Saturday or Wednesday program:
Saturday 9 AM-1PM Wednesday 5:30-9:30 PM
__ January 20, 2008 _July 19 __ January 16, 2008
_ February 2 __August 16 _ March 3
_ March 15 __September 13 _ May7
_April 12 _ October 18 _July 16
_ May 17 _ Nowvember 22 __ September 17
__June 14 __ December 13 __ November 19

__ Video or _ DVD is $70 total (includes fee, S&H and $25 deposit). The deposit is refunded
when tape is returned promptly in reusable condition.
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Information Form

Docket Number:
Plaintiff:
Name: FRED F. DOE Date of Birth: December 3, 1970
Address: 123 Main Street
City: Bethlehem State: PA Zip: 18018
Home Phone: (333) 333-1212 Other Phone:
Employer: Employer Phone:
Attorney: {none) Attorney Phone: {none)
Defendant:
Name: MOLLY M DOE Date of Birth: Tanuary 23, 1977
Address: 567 Center Ave.
City: Bethlehem State: PA Zip: 18018
Home Phone: Other Phone:
Employer: Emplover Phone:
Attorney: {none) Attorney Phone: {none)
Child"s Identifying Information:
Name: Jill D. Doe Date of Birth: March 12, 2001

Do vou need an interpreter? [ ] Yes [X] No What language?
Has either party filed a Pratection from Ahnse Order (PFA) against

the other or on behalf of the children within the last 2 years? [ 1Yes [X]No
Is there a history of Domestic Violence in the relationship? [ 1Yes [X]No
Is there a current Domestic Relations (support) order? [ 1Yes [X]No
Do vou have a current Custody Order from Lehigh County? [ 1Yes [X]No
Do vou have a Custody Order from another county/state? [ 1Yes [X]No
Has the Office of Children and Youth Services ever been involved? [ 1Yes [X]No

Date FRED F. DOE (Signature)

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
Intake Date Filing Staff Mediation Date Conferen ce Date Trial Date
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL ACTION - LAW

FRED F. DOE,

V.

MOLLY M. DOE,
Defend ant

et T Pt et et
Z
o

ORDER FOR MEDIATION

1 MEDIATION. Both parties in the above-referenced matter shall attend (1)
orientation mediation session with the following Mediator, on
, 200, in Room 729 of the Lehigh County Courthouse, 435 Hamilton
Street, Allentown, PA 18101, at am /pm REQUESTS FOR
RESCHEDULING SHALL BE MADE TO THE CUSTODY OFFICE (610) 782-3390.

2 PAYMENT. The cost of the orientation’mediation session (one and a half hours)
shall be as tollows: Plaintiff; Defendant. Prior to the

orientation'mediation session scheduled above, each party shall deposit the said amount with the
Clerk of Courts—Civil Division, Lehigh County Courthouse, 435 Hamilton Street, Room 132,
Allentown, PA 18101 (cash or money order pavable to the County of Lehigh). Payment for any
subsequently scheduled mediation sessions, at per hour for the Plaintiff and

per hour for the Defendant, shall be deposited with the Clerk of Courts—Civil
Division as set forth above, prior to each scheduled session. Unless costs have been waived by
the Court, a receipt from the Clerk of Courts Office shall be presented to the Mediator at the
commencement of each scheduled sessions REQUESTS TO REDUCE OR WAIVE
MEDIATION FEES SHALL BE MADE TO THE CUSTODY OFFICE, 455 HAMILTON
STREET, ROOM 729, ALLENTOWN, PA 18101. (610) 782-3390.
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£ H ATTENDANCE. Only parties to the action shall attend the orientation‘'mediation
session; children shall not be brought. ATTORNEYS SHALL NOT PARTICIPATE IN
MEDIATION. Failure of the moving party to appear may result in dismissal of the
Complaint or Petition.

4. PRIVACY OF MEDIATION. Neither of the parties shall call the Mediator or
any emplovees or agents of the Mediator to testify as a witmess or shall either party subpoena any
records of the Mediator in any matter related to the mediation or related documents, notes, or any
information kept by the Mediator shall not be admissible in a Court of law or available for legal
discovery in any pending or subsequent litigation that relates to or involves an issue addressed in
mediation, whether directly or indirectly. Furthermore, the parties shall not attempt to force the
Mediator to divulge any information that he or she may acquire regarding the case. The parties
shall not seek to require or request the Mediator or anyone employed by the Mediator to testify
in any legal proceeding relating to his or her dispute.

5. CONFIDENTIALITY. The Mediator shall treat all information provided during
mediation sessions as confidential. No information obtained during mediation sessions will be
given to any outside person or organization unless both parties agree or unless there are
allegations of child abuse. Disclosure shall only be permitted to the extent necessary to
document the terms of any agreement reached as final resolution of the dispute. The parties shall
execute a Confidentiality Agreement upon the request of the Mediator.

BY THE COURT:
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

CIVIL DIVISION
FEED F. DOE, }
Plaintiff }
V. 3 No

)]

MOLLY M. DOE, )
Defendant ]

Certificate Of Service

I, FRED F. DOE, Plaintiff in the above matter, hereby certify that on

. I mailed a true and correct copy of the Complaint for Custody, by
certified mail, refurn receipt requested, restricted delivery, and another copy of the same
document by first class mail, postage prepaid, to:

MOLLY M. DOE
567 Center Ave.
Bethlehem, PA 18018

I certify that (check ALL of the following which are true):

Certified mail:

|%]  The green and white sender's receipt 15 attached. (ATTACH receipt.)

[ 1 The green recipient's receipt is attached; MOLLY M. DOE signed the certified mail
receipt on {ATTACH receipt.)

[ 1 The certified mail was returned to me unsigned, with the notation that the certified mail
was: [ ] refused
[ ]unclaimed
[ ] other notation:

[ 1 Neither the certified mail envelope nor the certified mail receipt was returmed to me.
Regular mail:

[ 1 Theregular mail has not been refumned to me.

[ 1 Theregular mail was returned to me, with the notation:
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I verify that the information in the Certificate of Service is true and correct. [ understand
that false statements herein are made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa.C.S A § 4904, relating to

unsworn falsification to authorities.

Date:

(Signature) FRED F. DOE
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STAPLE OR TAPE THE CERTIFIED MAIL RECEIPTS BELOW:

GREEN AND WHITE
SENDER'S RECEIPT

GREEN RECEIPT WITH MOLLY M. DOE'S SIGNATURE







